Foure ſerious 2geſtrons of Grand Importance, Concerning 
Excommunication, and Suſpentien from the Sacrament; propounded 
to the Reverend Afemly, and all Moderate Chriftians, to prevent 
Schiſmes, and lettle Knity among us, in theſe divided 
Tres ; by a Lover both of Peace and Trath. 


>ef Hc bufineſſe of Excommunication, and SequetFration from 
{ the Sarrament, now in publike Agitation, is amatter of 
great womext, much difficulty, and very circumſpet#ly to 
be handled, eHablifhed, to prevent Prophanation and Scew- 
/ 4af on the one hand ; and TH bitrary,Tyranicall, Papel 
Domineering over the Conſciences, the ſpirituall Privited. 
ges pn, on the other ; which will neceſſarily follow, if it fall 
anto indiſcreet, over-ſevere, ambiticus, paſſionate or revengefull hands ,as we 
felt by wofull experience under the Papacy and Predacy + {Nam pancis 
res illa tuth commitit peeett : Mox ſoltt ſubrepere Dominanai fludium,c ſub 
pretext Pietatis lunnt pens ob {ww o4ia, aut Dogmata, vel Talia, as 
(*) 4ritins well obſerves; whedebating this queſtion ; An hodit reſtitas (" me ws 
fer ExcrenmunicatioReſolves thus.Sunt qui diſciplinem hanc etiam hedit | by qt, 
redacere velins, in em, rem toti incumbant ; Alitin eo videntur deſperare : excommuni ca- 
Et qunanquans deſperendum now yutem temen perquar arduum iudico,nec non "1, þ.349- 
impoſſibile preſentibus moribus, colla ſubmittere ejuſmodi diſcipline : For 
which among other reaſons, he renders this. Acctdunt exempla rorum, 
qui idem conati,, cum riſu detitere, aut quibus peſſtme ceſſit : magno fludio in 
Germanie quibuſdam eccleſiis inflituta fuit;ſed cecidit in ſpongiam natus ridi- 
culus mus: as ſome teare it nay now doamong us, unles it be ſetled with 
great wiſdome, caution, moderation, certainty,and as little as poſſible 
herein lett toany mans diſcretion; The ſerious confideration where. 
ef hath induced me to propound theſe enſuing Queſtions to our Yene. 
rable Aſſembly, and all other moderate Chriſtians, who ought in all 
things (eſpecially in this) toavoyd Extreemes,and the ſeeming affea- 
tion of any greater lording power over the Conſciences or Priviledges 
of their Chriſtian Bi ethren,rthen of right belongs uncothem;leaft they 
approve that in, or uſurp2thar tothemſelves, which they have ſo ve. 
hemently heretofote declaimed agiinſt in, denied to,. and quite taken 
away from the Pepe and Prelates. 
1. Whether Mathew 15.16.17. Let him bets THEE, (not to the who'e 
Church,and all others\as « Heathen,and 4 Publican, meant only of per- 
ſonall privat treſpaſſcs betweene man and man, nor publique ſcanda- 
lous fins againſt the Congregation, as is cleare by v : 15. if thy Brother 


ſhall ereſpaſſe «againſt T H E E,o5,not the Church: and £8.17.3.4.) Or 
| A I Cor. 


r.Cor.$.5.11.7.Tim.1.20.70 deliver ſuch a ont to Satan, &c. with ſuch 4 one | 

20 wot roeat , &c. be properly meant of Excommunication, Or ſuſpention | 

from the Sacrament only ? And what w.rrant there isin Scripture for 

Miniſters or others to ſuſpend men from the Sacrament of the Lords 

Supper only,ard not f:om the Congregationand all other publique Or- 

dinatices, together with it ? ſince t. Cor. 5 7.9 13. 10hng. 22.32.33 chap. 

I2, $2.c49.16.2.2 Theſc3,14.2 lohn 16.11,3 Tohn 10.Nwmb.12.14.Deut2 3 

1,2,3-With all other Sciiptures allcaced forthe proofe or 4g: ot 

xco:mmunication; ſpeake only of putting, caſting cat, and excluding men 

wholly from the Congregation, Syr azo2ut,and all fubique- Chriftlian Commu. 

#207; but not one of them ot excluding , or ſuſpending men only from 

by) Petrus the Sacrament; and not from o:He-; publique Orctnances, as Prayer, 

PE. Preaching,andthe like : And fince-in the promitive 14725, (18 is evident 

Theelogie Dy Tertuljans Apollogy:. c.39-De Panitentia Lib, and others) ſcandalous 

Pafteralis De perſons, were ever excommunicated and wholy caſt qut of the Church 

op 260 *6- (extra Grezewm dwii)ner barely ſequ: fired from the Sacrament : Vhence 

Suzmae Ange-all the Canoniſts and Schoole.men dercrmine: (6) Fxcommuniclus v8 

itca,et Roſeila, poſcit intertſſe divinis Officzis in Eccleſta,velextra cum ali4s: and define (Ex- 

<nc001942,4” Communication to be, An Ezcleſiaitivall cenſure which depreves 4 man from 
.phonſus 4 Ca- ny" 3 | ; | , 

fro, Coutrru. the. Communion of the Church,Sacraments , and all publike. Ordinances : and 

wes, Ne-; Aretius defines it, 10.b:, A icuins profeſss Religionem noſtram,.a conſortia 

Tony fdedium,jn ſacris et prophapis rebus txel»fiogec. which excludes mentorally 

ares Catin, tiom the Chuich, ard -1] publique Qrctoar c«s,, Rot ſromthe Sacra- 

 ment.only. qt OBS THEP 

2. By what Divine Authority or Scripture Tcxt, can any Miniſter 

Jaw{ully keepe backe any Chriſtian from the: Sacrament, (nor actually 

Bxcommunicated and caſt ewx of the Church for ſome notorious ſcan. 

dallupon a-lega | Conviction ) who eaniſt'y Celtres to receive it, 

though in his owne private judgment hee deemes him unfitting or un. 

worthy? ſince we read ofno circumciled perſon in-the 61d Teſtament, 

ever:debarred from the Paſleover by the Pricſts, that was willing or 

cefirous to eat it ,though perchance not altogetber -ſo prepared: to 

eare it,zs Godrequi ed, Exod. 12.3.4. &c 44,10 58.2 Cbron-30.13.t0 21, 

i Since Chriſt himſ lfe admitted 14445 ro ir,though he knew him to bee a 

Devil, a Traitor; John 6.70.7 1. as is C'c:re by Math. 26 20,to 31 Mar: 14. 

18:8&c. Luke 22.14 &c.lebn 13. 3r.And fince Paul in the 1.cor.11. 20.1030: 

vſarpednovtterAurhorityto himſcite,nor; gave any power to others, 

tokeepeunworthy receivers from the Sacrament,but on'y admoniſhed 

them ofthe danger of unwoi th receivingandt herevpon zdviſed-every Re- 

:cefver. 19 "examine HIM SELFE betore hee. came to; rect ive ? And 

"hakes thetMinitesby-admoniſhing his Flock;'of the dapger of oy 

worthy 
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worthy receiving,and ſeriouſly dehorting ſuch as hee deemes anworthy! 
not co receivethe Sacrameny til they become more fitto participate,un- 
der paine of eating and erinking their owne: damnation, and other 
judgments that will enſuc thereon, hath not thereby difcharged his fall 
guty and conſcience, as this text of the Coriyths: Exc ch. 33-1.t0 10; 
Afts 20.26.27.with the Liturgyes ofour own and the French Churches, 
in their Exhortations before the Sacrament, both intimate and reſolve > 
 3- V\hetherthe upprofitablezand unworthy hearing of the word, be 
not as great,as dangerous, as damning afinne, asthe unworthy recei- 
ving of the Sacrament,as Mai#.10,14.15. Mar.r6,1 5,16,Luk 8.18 Hebr2 
1,2,3.c:3.7,8,12-6.6.6.7.8:afſert? Whether Miniftersupon the ſelfe ſame 
grounds and pretences (of partaking of other mens fins,of being guilty 
of their damnations, of not giving holy things to Dogges and caſting 
Pearles before Swine; Math. 7. 6, meant principally ot preaching the 
Goſpell ro ſuch as ſhall contemneir,nor of the Sacrament, as iscleare by 
Math:10,14,Ma-.16, 15.10.4113 46,51 ) may not as well keepe their 
people from preaching of the word, and refuſe to preach unto them, 
leaft it ſhould not profitthem for want of faith, Hebr.z 2. but increaſe, 


or aggravatetheir fins, and become unto them he Savouy of death unte death. 


2 Cor 21.5; 16 10hn 12:45, as from the Sacrament > And what ſubſtan. 
tia | differencethey can produce, warrantedbyScripture,whythey may 
notdeny to preach the word to ſuch Chriſt ans whom tf ey deere 
unpcofirable under,or unfir to heare it,asthe Sacrament to thoſe whom 
they judge unmeet tO receive it? 

4- Whether ,ſeeing God only knowes the Secrces of all mens hearts, 
and who axe his, 2 Chron.0.30.2Tim.2, 19.. not Miniſter: 3 Who may oft 
times deeme thoſe VVonthy Communicants, who arenor ( as cloſe Hy- 
pocrires, &c.) and thoſe unworthy who are nor, : Samwel 16. 5.to 14. 
S: eing hee Can ſs4ainly change notorious ſinners hearts, lives, and bri ? 
th.m to repentance in a moment, before Miniſteys can take real notice of it, Att. 
9.3. to 28.Secing wee muſt not cenſoriouſly judge ore amother,bicau(e wee 
fall or fland to our owne Mater, Math. 7. 1. Luk, 6.37, Rem I4.4. OIS. 
Secing none muſt quench ihe ſmoking flax, nor breake the bruifed 
Reed, nor diſcourage weake Chriſtians by overmuch rigor, or-indif. 
cretion, Maith.12 20. Kom.14.Secing every Communicantis bound to 
examine H{MSELFE,shichhebeft knowes,(notothers peremprcrily to 
cx2mir.e him)1 Cor.17.27. 28,2942 Cor. 13 5.Gal.6.4.5, And every man 
is ozly to beare his ewne ſinne, nor anothers, in which he is no partaker, Gal 6, 
4.5. Ezec,33.1-to 10.E2ec.18.4.to 27. And ſeeingevery Chriftian' when 
he is invited to the Sacrament,is bound under paine of fin andcor.tempt 
fo recclve it, 1 Cor.zr, Heb.ro.2g, Whether can any Miniſter 19 poirt 
of .Conſcience refuſgany Chiiſtian,not aQually- excommunicated,the 
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Sacrament, if he deſires to receive it, in caſc hee profeſſe his fincere 
repentance for his finspſt, and promiſe newneſle of lite for time to 
come,though in his own private opinion,he may chancero judge him a 

perſon unfit or unworthy to communicate ? If yea, let him fhew his 

charter for itin Scripture : This Lam certain hee cannot doe: Ifhe al. 

leage,hee cannot doit in poiat of Conſcience,becauſe hee ſhould bee 

paraker of his fin,;f he exte and arink damnation by unworthy recciving : 

The Apoftle reſolves the contrary; that hee cates and drinkes damn. 

t50n enly to HIMSEL F E,notto the Miniſter,or the other Commun;. 

cants ; that he (hall only beare his own burthen,and give an account of 

himſclfe to God, Gal. 6. 4,5. Rom.14.12. And the adminiſtration being 

onely the Minifters a, which is a holy and divine inſtitution, the un- 

worthy participation the partics owne iniquity, (as is his unwerthy 

hearing, praying &c.)not the Miniſters; it can no more involve the Mi- 

niſter in the guilt of ic, then his unprofitable hearing ; of which no 

Miniſter holds himſelfe guilty, who with care and conſcience faithfully 

diſpenceth the Word unto his Auditors, Exe. 33. 1. to 10. AG 20. 

(*) Exchiridi- 26.29; Which * Lucas @ſ#ander proves at large againſt the Anabeptiffs. 
an Coxtre.ver. Seeing therfore there is as much danger to peoples Soules in their 
- e7Saaea>o - unworthy, unprofitable hearing of the word, as receiving of the Sa- 
6, Qzeſ.z. craments; and ſince Miniſtersare and may be unto God « Sweet ſavonr of 
Chrif,as well in them that perifh,by unworthy receiving the Sacrament 

as in them thatare ſaved, by worthy participation thereof, as they are 

in the preaching of the Goſpell, 2 Cor.2.14, 75, 16. Icannot diſcerne 

any ſhadow of reaſon, why any godly Miniſters ſhould over-carneſtly 

conteſt for ſuch a large or unlimited Ecclefiafticall power, ro exclude 

their Chriſtian Brethren from the Sacrament (when not aftually ex. 
communicated from the Church and other Ordinances) as ſome pre. 

tend to ; much lefſe, why any of them ſhould reſolve togive over theix 

Minikery to which Chrift hath called chem, in caſe they cannot ob. 

taine ſuch a power fromthe Parliamecar,as neirher Chriſt,nor his Apo- 

ftles,nor the Primitive Chriftians in the pureſt times did ever exerciſe; 

or why any ſhold frowardly ſeperate from our Church,in caſe ſuch an 

unlimited arbitrary power be not eſtabliſhed in our new Presbireries, 

as. our very Lerdly Prelats never dnrſt to claime. Moderate durant. 
Wherefore my carncR requeſt ro all Miniſters and people ſhall be, to 

reft fully ſatisfied with ſuch a limited TurisdiQion in this kind, as our 


þ 


Honourable, Patliamenc upon ſerious debate, ſhall in their Piery and | 


Wiſdom thinke meete to ſettle, for che prevention of ſcandal], Propha- 
nefſe inthe people, of Tyranny and oppreſſion of mens con{ciences in 
the Presbytery ; the only deſirable boundary betweene theſe two Ex- 
tremities, which muſt be avoyded with all ſpecia'l care, 

FINIS. 


! 


